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The high number of European Roe Deer (Capreolus capreolus L.) and wild boar (Sus 

scrofa Heude) at the Karadag Nature Reserve recorded over the past 15 years. From the 
founding of the reserve in 1984 since 2005 the number of roe deer has increased 
exponentially ranging from 20-50 individuals up to 300 or more. During following years 
the number of roe deer stabilized at 340 individuals, varying from 264 to 438 individuals. 
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During the last 10 years of observation the average density of roe deer in the nature 
reserve is 205 individuals per 1 thousand ha, which is 12 times higher than normal, based 
on a bonitet of plots of occurrence of this species in the reserve. The average number of 
wild boar in the reserve both during the initial period of its existence (from 1984 to 2005), 
and following years remained unchanged. With an average value of about 46 individuals 
strong fluctuations of the numbers from 5 to 100 individuals for individual years of 
observations is recognized . The average density of wild boar in the reserve exceeds the 
optimal 23 times. Ultra-high number of ungulates in the Karadag nature reserve registered 
during long time is a wonderful phenomenon and requires the most careful study. In this 
regard, the report provides information about the natural habitat of ungulates in the 
Karadag nature reserve, the characteristic habitats of stay of the ungulates in the reserve, 
exhaustively reviewed the specifics of the census of the population, processing and 
interpretation of the data.  

At the modern stage Karadag vegetation is represented mainly by forests, sibljaks 
(shrub-like plants of ahead oak, Oriental hornbeam, and shrubs), prairie (steppe) areas, 
tomillares (sparse vegetation, with shrubs, subshrubs, and shrubs in the form of stunted 
vegetation), savannoides. In fact, two zonal vegetation such as Submedi terranean forests 
(≈40 %) and steppes (grasslands) (≈20 %) dominated at the reserve. Variety and mosaic of 
biotopes are typical here. 

The total area of land suitable for living of roe deer and wild boar at the Karadag 
Nature Reserve thay is the subject for bonitet is 1715 hectares (17.15 sq. km). Account 
sites is selected based on middle-class bonitet of the mentioned animals. Extrapolation of 
the data obtained on estimation plots were carried out on the area that is subject for bonitet 
– of 17.15 sq. km. Territorial account platforms are located so that there is no possibility 
for animals to move from one site to another during the inventory that avoid double 
counting of animals. Form of account sites identified by the borders of the quarterly 
network, which are natural boundaries (watersheds, mountain ranges, roads). Total area of 
account sites is 198 hectares, which represents 12 % of the total area of habitat of 
ungulates in the reserve. Accountings at the Karadag Reserve since 2015 are conducted by 
the noise and drive. At each selected site using a satellite Navigator, the designated 
coordinates of the corner points of the perimeter; area of sites were also defined. The 
description of these sites according to the valuation of the quarters where accounts took 
place had been provided. To account by the method of noise and drive a team of at least 
30 participants is divided into groups of beaters and fieldworkers. Each participant of the 
account obtained the card for primary account, which contains the following data: the 
number of the area, animal species, the total number of recorded animals, sex and age of 
recorded animals. Also the date and the name of account participant is written down. In 
advance all participants received detailed instructions. Data obtained during accounts are 
written down to the record paper of account of animals at each site as well as to the 
consolidated statement of monitoring at sites. On the basis of data of the consolidated 
statement the density and number of each animal species as well as statistical inaccuracy 
of counting are calculated. 

Keywords: roe deer, wild boar, abundance, density, dynamics of number, methodic of 
number accounts, Karadag Nature Reserve, Crimea. 
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